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The luxury of smoking is known to all the North American Indians,

in their primitive state, and that before they have any knowledge of to-

bacco ; which is only introduced amongst them by civilized adventurers,

who teach them the use and luxury of whiskey at the same time.

In their native state they are excessive smokers, and many of them

(I would almost venture the assertion), would seem to be smoking one-

half of their lives. There may be two good reasons for this, the first of

which is, that the idle and leisure life that the Indian leads, (who has

no trade or business to follow—no office hours to attend to, or profes-

sion to learn), induces him to look for occupation and amusement in so

innocent a luxury, which again further tempts him to its excessive use,

from its feeble and harmless effects on the system. There are many weeds

and leaves, and barks of trees, which are narcotics, and of spontaneous

growth in their countries, which the Indians dry and pulverize, and carry

in pouches and smoke to great excess—and which in several of the lan-

guages, when thus prepared, is called k'nick k'neck.

As smoking is a luxury so highly valued by the Indians, they have

bestowed much pains, and not a little ingenuity, to the construction of

their pipes. Of these I have procured a collection of several hundreds,

and in plate 98, have given fac-simile outlines of a number of the

most curious. The bowls of these are generally made of the red steatite,

or " pipe-stone" (as it is more familiarly called in this country), and many
of them designed and carved with much taste and skill, with figures and

groups in alto relievo, standing or reclining upon them.

The red stone of which these pipe bowls are made, is, in my estima-

tion, a great curiosity ; inasmuch as I am sure it is a variety of steatite

(if it be steatite), differing from that of any known European locality,

and also from any locality known in America, other than the one from

which all these pipes come ; and which are all traceable I have found

to one source ; and that source as yet unvisited except by the red man
who describes it, everywhere, as a place of vast importance to the Indians

—as given to them by the Great Spirit, for their pipes, and strictly for-

bidden to be used for anything else.

The source from whence all these pipes come, is, undoubtedly, somewhere

between this place and the Mississippi River ; and as the Indians all speak

of it as a great medicine-place, I shall certainly lay my course to it, ere

long, and be able to give the world some account of it and its mysteries.

The Indians shape out the bowls of these pipes from the solid stone,

which is not quite as hard as marble, with nothing but a knife. The

stone which is of a cherry red, admits of a beautiful polish, and the

Indian makes the hole in the bowl of the pipe, by drilling into it a hard

stick, shaped to the desired size, with a quantity of sharp sand and water

kept constantly in the hole, subjecting him therefore to a very great labour

and the necessity of much patience-


